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In the vibrant tapestry of dance and social justice, the name Annie Mae
Movement stands tall, woven by the visionary threads of founder and
artistic director Yvette Nolan. Her lifelong dedication to empowering
marginalized communities through the transformative power of dance has
left an indelible mark on the world.

Dance as a Catalyst for Social Change

Yvette Nolan's journey began in the heart of Harlem, New York City, where
she witnessed firsthand the transformative impact of dance on her
community. Inspired by legendary choreographer and artistic director,
Katherine Dunham, she realized that dance could be a powerful tool for
social change.

In 1993, she founded Annie Mae Movement, named after her great-
grandmother, a former slave who became a pillar of strength and resilience
in the community. Nolan's vision for the organization was to provide a safe
and inclusive space where young people from underserved backgrounds
could find their voices, develop their artistic talents, and become agents of
positive change.

Empowering Marginalized Communities

Annie Mae Movement has become a sanctuary for marginalized
communities, welcoming youth of all ages, races, and socioeconomic
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backgrounds. Through its innovative programs, the organization fosters a
sense of belonging, cultural identity, and personal empowerment.

The Movement's flagship program is the Youth Empowerment Program,
which provides free dance classes, workshops, and leadership training to
over 200 young people each year. These programs not only teach technical
dance skills but also cultivate self-confidence, critical thinking, and a
commitment to social justice.

Nurturing Diverse Artistic Expression

Annie Mae Movement is a vibrant hub for artistic expression, embracing a
wide range of dance styles, from hip-hop to modern to West African. This
diversity reflects the rich cultural heritage of the communities it serves,
fostering an appreciation for different perspectives and identities.

The organization's annual performance season features original works
choreographed by Nolan and other talented artists, showcasing the raw
talent and artistry of the Movement's youth ensemble. These performances
provide a platform for young dancers to share their stories, inspire
audiences, and break down barriers of prejudice.

Expanding the Reach

Annie Mae Movement's impact extends far beyond New York City. Through
workshops, residencies, and community partnerships, the organization has
expanded its reach to underserved communities across the United States
and internationally.

Nolan's passionate advocacy for dance and social justice has led to
collaborations with prestigious institutions such as the Kennedy Center and



the United Nations. She has received numerous awards and accolades,
including the prestigious MacArthur Fellowship, recognizing her
extraordinary contributions to the field.

Legacy of Inspiration

Yvette Nolan's unwavering commitment to dance and social justice has
inspired generations of young people. Her leadership has paved the way
for other organizations to embrace the transformative power of art in
addressing social issues.

The legacy of Annie Mae Movement continues to grow, leaving an indelible
mark on the dance world and beyond. As a testament to Nolan's vision, the
organization's reach will continue to expand, empowering more young
people to find their voices, claim their power, and create a more just and
equitable world.

Call to Action

Join the Annie Mae Movement today. Support its mission to empower
marginalized communities through dance and social justice. Together, we
can create a world where everyone has the opportunity to shine.

Donate Now
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