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Harris Feinsod's Decals Complete Early Poems is a seminal collection that
stands as a testament to his extraordinary poetic gifts. Published in 1990,
this volume encompasses a selection of Feinsod's early works, offering a
glimpse into the genesis of his artistic journey. Exploring themes of love,
loss, memory, and the complexities of human existence, Decals unveils the
lyrical depths of Feinsod's imagination.

Themes of Love and Loss

Throughout Decals, Feinsod's exploration of love and loss emerges as a
central motif. In "The House on Marshland," he captures the poignant
essence of unrequited love: "Your house on marshland/is boarded up for
winter/and I cannot knock." The poem's imagery of desolation and isolation
conveys the speaker's longing for a connection that remains elusive.

Conversely, in "Love Poem," Feinsod portrays the bittersweet nature of
love's passage: "Time will dull our love,/like an old knife/losing its edge."
The poem's imagery of a fading blade reflects the inevitable erosion of
passion over time, yet it also suggests the enduring bond that transcends
the physical realm.

The Power of Memory
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Memory plays a pivotal role in Decals, serving as both a source of solace
and a catalyst for introspection. In "Remembering," Feinsod writes: "I
remember the day we met,/the sky was so blue,/and the wind was so
warm." These lines evoke the vivid sensory details associated with a
cherished memory, capturing its timeless essence.

However, memory can also be a source of pain, as seen in "Elegy for My
Father": "I remember my father's face,/his eyes filled with sorrow." The
poem's elegiac tone reflects the speaker's grief and longing for a
connection that has been severed.

Imagery and Symbolism

Feinsod's poems are rich in vivid imagery and evocative symbolism. In
"The Dancer," he writes: "She moves like liquid fire,/her body a flame in
motion." The image of the dancer as a blazing inferno conveys the
transformative power of art and its ability to ignite emotions.

Similarly, in "The Mirror," Feinsod uses the mirror as a symbol of self-
reflection: "I look in the mirror/and see a stranger staring back." The poem
explores the elusive nature of identity and the complexities of self-
discovery.

Lyrical Language

Feinsod's mastery of language is evident in the musicality and rhythmic
flow of his poems. In "Song of the Siren," he employs alliteration and
assonance to create a haunting and alluring effect: "Her voice weaves a
spell/that draws me closer,/a siren's call/I cannot resist."



The use of enjambment, or the continuation of a sentence across line
breaks, adds to the fluidity and momentum of Feinsod's verse. In "The
Journey," he writes: "We travel through time/and space,/strangers in a
foreign land." The enjambment creates a sense of continuity and
progression, emphasizing the ongoing nature of life's journey.

Legacy and Impact

Harris Feinsod's Decals Complete Early Poems continues to inspire and
captivate readers with its timeless themes, evocative imagery, and
exquisite use of language. The collection stands as a testament to
Feinsod's enduring legacy as one of the most influential poets of the 20th
century.

Feinsod's work has been widely recognized and celebrated, earning him
numerous awards and accolades. His poems have been translated into
various languages, reaching a global audience. Decals Complete Early
Poems remains a cornerstone of American poetry, serving as a testament
to the enduring power and artistry of human expression.

Decals Complete Early Poems by Harris Feinsod is an extraordinary
collection that showcases the poet's unique voice and vision. Through its
exploration of love, loss, memory, and the complexities of human
existence, the collection invites readers to engage with the profound
emotions and introspections that define our lives. Feinsod's masterful use
of language, evocative imagery, and lyrical rhythm create a rich tapestry of
poetic experiences that continue to resonate with readers today. Decals
Complete Early Poems is a testament to Feinsod's immeasurable talent
and his enduring contribution to the world of literature.
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later, he was revived by paramedics. He had spent more than 20 minutes
without a pulse...
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