
Duke Ellington, the Duke of Jazz
Edward Kennedy "Duke" Ellington was an American composer, pianist, and
bandleader who led one of the most successful and influential big bands in
jazz history.

Early life and career

Ellington was born in Washington, D.C., on April 29, 1899. He began
playing the piano at an early age, and by the time he was a teenager, he
was playing professionally in local clubs.
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In 1923, Ellington formed his own band, the Washingtonians. The band
quickly gained a following, and in 1927, they moved to New York City.

In New York, Ellington's band became one of the most popular jazz bands
in the city. They played at the Cotton Club, the Savoy Ballroom, and other
famous venues.
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Ellington was also a prolific composer. He wrote over 2,000 songs,
including some of the most famous jazz standards, such as "It Don't Mean
a Thing (If It Ain't Got That Swing)" and "Mood Indigo."

Later career and legacy

Ellington continued to lead his band until his death in 1974. The band
toured the world and recorded over 100 albums.

Ellington was a major figure in jazz history. He was a brilliant composer,
pianist, and bandleader. His music has influenced generations of jazz
musicians.

Personal life

Ellington was married twice. His first marriage was to Edna Thompson in
1918. They had one son, Mercer Ellington. Ellington's second marriage was
to Mildred Dixon in 1947. They had one daughter, Ruth Ellington.

Ellington was a lifelong smoker. He died of lung cancer on May 24, 1974, at
the age of 75.

Awards and honors

Ellington received numerous awards and honors throughout his career. In
1969, he was awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom. In 1973, he was
awarded the Pulitzer Prize for Music.

Ellington was also inducted into the Grammy Hall of Fame and the Jazz
Hall of Fame.

Legacy



Ellington is considered one of the most important figures in jazz history. His
music has influenced generations of jazz musicians, and he is still
considered one of the greatest composers of all time.

Ellington's music continues to be played and enjoyed by people all over the
world. His legacy will continue to live on for many years to come.

Here are some interesting facts about Duke Ellington:

Ellington was a very prolific composer. He wrote over 2,000 songs.

Ellington's band was one of the most successful big bands in jazz
history. They toured the world and recorded over 100 albums.

Ellington was a major influence on other jazz musicians. His music has
been covered by many other artists, including Ella Fitzgerald, Frank
Sinatra, and Miles Davis.

Ellington was a lifelong smoker. He died of lung cancer in 1974.

Ellington was a recipient of the Presidential Medal of Freedom and the
Pulitzer Prize for Music.

Who Was Duke Ellington? (Who Was?) by M. D. Payne
4.9 out of 5

Language : English
File size : 119181 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 111 pages

FREE

https://mythology.mamanbook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IldsWFwvMHVPMlhxS2d2RXF0eHp1djMrd0RmZjFGaFVBWDNjTzhxd242VlRLT2FSY0w4a2RlSFBLdGM3T2l2XC9UOHlsYnFkQjlhTnBzaXVpa2srQ1pvQmxrZlZRYnQ5XC96VzRSdW80YzZ0dWM2QUJ6RU1Ga1FkQXZLNUhNemtZbkYwczlYazVuZUdmRmJcL245MWg2dUtxSm1ONFhkemFnS0JWRjR2K09zcmtLd0tYeVpYdU1TQkp2Y25NQjhBYXJ5OXoiLCJpdiI6IjUwNDhlMTZlNTdjOWIzZDc0NGU2YjkyYmI5ZGQyZTQyIiwicyI6Ijk3MzA0OTczYzViMDJjNWYifQ%3D%3D
https://mythology.mamanbook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6InRDVFwvRWp3U0hVZVhZck9jYmp5alBSV1JFNzhaRXBpK0VzYzBIeXhFMkI4VlRrMWdYcXdPTmZvOGFVaitUaTNqMnc0eUZFNGNnNnE2UWhcL3V6NUNTXC93ellcL0RLZUp0NmFlbjI0akJMN1RFK09TdWVcL0VpOWVHSmZiNlBFTDF5Q2lIUnhHUnFSeVNQNjlkbmEwUTJjV1RQTXhLNnl5NUhyZG5DSEcrSjRNa053ZHkybkxmMzA4T1gwcEZEYXozXC9QMyIsIml2IjoiOGFiMDllOWQzYjMwNGUwMmQ4MzViODBhY2Q3NTFkZjAiLCJzIjoiODVjYThmMjI5NGZjM2JmNSJ9
https://mythology.mamanbook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IkpJVnhFd091OHJRZURUT0FJTXF2MFN0dERNNm1rdkx5MmJTWThpSEQxSWI1T3NxV1JPMUVzMG1TZDV5YzdCOHdJNFJXK09LNHlOQk91NUh1UFhuQzVHZlhMK0RnVHRLS0FNQVBcL2dWYmE3aUxvTllHT3NZaVViS3VBVlBGaTJiRTJ5YzRKc1VOZFU5UU5HWG9FUlVWNG9ReVpLcklpWXIrTnpGNFU1SVpabGgyYnBEaUJqT3NcLzhYbG1oQUhBYXU0IiwiaXYiOiJjYzFhNWMzMWJhMDE1MGU5MWVmM2E5MWZiNjQ1ZTgzNSIsInMiOiI1NjJlNmRkY2M1ZDI4NTgxIn0%3D


Death's Second Chance: The Unbelievable
Story of Cris Yeager
On July 29, 2008, Cris Yeager was pronounced dead. But just minutes
later, he was revived by paramedics. He had spent more than 20 minutes
without a pulse...

From Ralphie Kids to Adolescents: The
Journey to Manhood
The transition from childhood to adolescence is a transformative period in
a boy's life. It is a time of rapid physical, emotional, and mental changes
that...
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