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Four Pieces for Saxophone with Piano Accompaniment is a collection of
four works written by American composer David Maslanka. These pieces
were commissioned by the North American Saxophone Alliance and were
premiered in 1987 by saxophonist Donald Sinta and pianist Gilbert Kalish.

The four pieces are each named for a different season: "Spring,"
"Summer," "Fall," and "Winter." Each piece captures the essence of its
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respective season through its use of harmony, melody, and rhythm.

The first piece, "Spring," is characterized by its bright and cheerful
melodies. The piano accompaniment provides a lively and rhythmic
foundation for the saxophone's soaring melodies.

The second piece, "Summer," is more relaxed and serene. The
saxophone's melodies are more lyrical and flowing, and the piano
accompaniment provides a gentle and supportive backdrop.

The third piece, "Fall," is more reflective and introspective. The
saxophone's melodies are more muted and melancholic, and the piano
accompaniment provides a more sparse and dissonant backdrop.

The fourth piece, "Winter," is the most dramatic and intense of the four
pieces. The saxophone's melodies are more angular and dissonant, and
the piano accompaniment provides a more driving and rhythmic backdrop.

Overall, Four Pieces for Saxophone with Piano Accompaniment is a
diverse and rewarding collection of works that explores the full range of the
saxophone's expressive capabilities. These pieces are sure to be enjoyed
by saxophonists and pianists alike.

Harmony

The harmony in Four Pieces for Saxophone with Piano Accompaniment is
often rich and complex. Maslanka uses a variety of harmonic devices,
including extended chords, altered chords, and polychords.

For example, the first piece, "Spring," opens with a G major chord that is
quickly followed by a B minor chord. This creates a sense of tension and



anticipation that is resolved when the music returns to the G major chord.

The second piece, "Summer," uses a more relaxed and consonant
harmonic language. The piano accompaniment often provides a simple and
supportive backdrop for the saxophone's melodies.

The third piece, "Fall," is more introspective and reflective. The harmony is
often more dissonant and unresolved, reflecting the changing season.

The fourth piece, "Winter," is the most dramatic and intense of the four
pieces. The harmony is often harsh and dissonant, reflecting the cold and
unforgiving weather.

Melody

The melodies in Four Pieces for Saxophone with Piano Accompaniment
are often lyrical and expressive. Maslanka uses a variety of melodic
devices, including repeated notes, sequential patterns, and wide leaps.

For example, the first piece, "Spring," opens with a simple but effective
melody that is repeated several times throughout the piece. This melody is
characterized by its bright and cheerful intervals.

The second piece, "Summer," uses a more flowing and lyrical melodic
style. The saxophone's melodies are often more sustained and legato.

The third piece, "Fall," is more introspective and reflective. The
saxophone's melodies are often more muted and melancholic.

The fourth piece, "Winter," is the most dramatic and intense of the four
pieces. The saxophone's melodies are often more angular and dissonant.



Rhythm

The rhythm in Four Pieces for Saxophone with Piano Accompaniment is
often complex and varied. Maslanka uses a variety of rhythmic devices,
including syncopation, polyrhythms, and metric modulations.

For example, the first piece, "Spring," opens with a simple but effective
rhythmic pattern that is repeated several times throughout the piece. This
pattern is characterized by its bright and cheerful syncopations.

The second piece, "Summer," uses a more relaxed and flowing rhythmic
style. The piano accompaniment often provides a simple and supportive
backdrop for the saxophone's melodies.

The third piece, "Fall," is more introspective and reflective. The rhythm is
often more subtle and nuanced, reflecting the changing season.

The fourth piece, "Winter," is the most dramatic and intense of the four
pieces. The rhythm is often more angular and dissonant, reflecting the cold
and unforgiving weather.

Four Pieces for Saxophone with Piano Accompaniment is a diverse and
rewarding collection of works that explores the full range of the
saxophone's expressive capabilities. These pieces are sure to be enjoyed
by saxophonists and pianists alike.
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