Gadfly On The Wall: A Public School Teacher
Speaks Out On Racism And Reform

The American public education system is facing a reckoning on issues of
race and equity. In recent years, there have been growing calls for reform,
and many teachers are speaking out about their experiences with racism in
the classroom and the need for change.

One such teacher is [Teacher's Name], who has taught in public schools for
over 20 years. [Teacher's Name] has seen firsthand the ways in which
racism impacts students of color, and she is committed to creating a more
just and equitable education system.

In this article, [Teacher's Name] shares her experiences with racism in the
classroom, and she discusses the need for reform. She also offers some
practical tips for teachers and administrators who are committed to creating
more inclusive and equitable schools.
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[Teacher's Name]'s Experiences with Racism

[Teacher's Name] has experienced racism in the classroom in a number of
ways. She has been called names, made to feel unwelcome, and even
threatened with violence.

One particularly disturbing incident occurred when [Teacher's Name] was
teaching a lesson about slavery. A white student in her class said that
slavery was "not so bad," and that slaves were "lucky" to be brought to
America.

[Teacher's Name] was shocked and horrified by the student's comments.
She tried to explain the horrors of slavery, but the student refused to listen.

This incident is just one example of the many ways in which racism can
manifest itself in the classroom. Racism can create a hostile learning
environment for students of color, and it can make it difficult for them to
succeed academically.

The Need for Reform

The American public education system is in desperate need of reform. The
system is currently failing students of color, and it is perpetuating racism
and inequality.

There are a number of things that need to be done to reform the education
system, including:
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= Increasing diversity in the teaching force. The teaching force is
overwhelmingly white, and this lack of diversity contributes to the
problem of racism in the classroom.

= Providing teachers with training on how to address racism. Many
teachers are not equipped to deal with racism in the classroom, and
they need training on how to create a more inclusive and equitable
learning environment.

= Creating more inclusive curricula. The curricula in many schools is
Eurocentric and does not reflect the experiences of students of color.
Schools need to create more inclusive curricula that represent the
diversity of the student body.

= Addressing the school-to-prison pipeline. The school-to-prison
pipeline is a major contributor to the mass incarceration of people of
color. Schools need to implement policies that reduce the number of
students who are arrested and suspended.

What Teachers and Administrators Can Do

There are a number of things that teachers and administrators can do to
create more inclusive and equitable schools. Here are a few tips:

= Be aware of your own biases. Everyone has biases, but it is
important to be aware of your own so that you can avoid letting them
impact your interactions with students.

= Be respectful of all students. Treat all students with respect,
regardless of their race, ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation, or
religion.



Create a welcoming classroom environment. \Viake sure that your
classroom is a place where all students feel welcome and respected.

Challenge racist comments and behaviors. Don't let racist
comments or behaviors go unchallenged. Speak up and let students
know that racism is not acceptable.

Work with parents and community members. Pariner with parents
and community members to create a more inclusive and equitable
school community.

Racism is a serious problem in the American public education system, but it

is a problem that can be solved. By working together, we can create more

inclusive and equitable schools where all students can succeed.

Additional Resources

[The National Association for the Advancement of Colored People
(NAACP)] (https://www.naacp.org/)

[The Southern Poverty Law Center (SPLC)]
(https://www.splcenter.org/)

[The American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU)] (https://www.aclu.org/)
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