
Plays for Today: A Comprehensive CSEC
Study Guide for English Literature
Plays for Today is an anthology of modern British plays prescribed for the
Caribbean Secondary Education Certificate (CSEC) English Literature
examination. The plays in this anthology are known for their thought-
provoking themes, relatable characters, and innovative dramatic
techniques. This study guide has been designed to provide students with a
comprehensive understanding of the plays, helping them to analyze the
texts effectively and excel in their exam.

Section 1: Overview of the Plays

Plays for Today includes five plays:
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"A Raisin in the Sun" by Lorraine Hansberry: A powerful drama that
explores the struggles faced by an African-American family in
Chicago's South Side.
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"The Caucasian Chalk Circle" by Bertolt Brecht: A parable-like play
that examines themes of justice, morality, and the nature of maternal
love.

"Death and the Maiden" by Ariel Dorfman: A political thriller that
delves into the complexities of memory, trauma, and revenge.

"Antigone" by Sophocles: A classic Greek tragedy that explores the
conflict between individual conscience and state authority.

"Waiting for Godot" by Samuel Beckett: An absurdist play that
examines themes of existentialism, alienation, and the search for
meaning in life.

Section 2: Character Analysis

Each section provides in-depth character analysis for all major characters
in the plays. The analysis includes:

Character Profiles: Detailed descriptions of each character's
background, motivations, and relationships

Character Interactions: Examination of how characters interact with
each other, revealing their personalities and driving the plot

Key Quotes: Analysis of significant quotes spoken by the characters,
highlighting their thoughts and feelings

Section 3: Theme Analysis

The guide identifies and explores the key themes present in each play. The
analysis includes:



Central Themes: Discussion of the main themes that drive the plot
and shape the characters' experiences

Symbolism and Motifs: Examination of the use of symbols and motifs
to convey deeper meanings and enhance the themes

Social and Cultural Context: Exploration of the social and cultural
context in which the plays were written and performed, providing
insights into their relevance and impact

Section 4: Literary Devices

The guide analyzes the literary devices employed in the plays, including:

Dramatic Techniques: Examination of the playwright's use of
dialogue, stage directions, and dramatic irony

Figurative Language: Analysis of the use of metaphors, similes, and
other figurative devices to enhance the narrative

Structural Analysis: Discussion of the structure of the plays, including
the use of scenes, acts, and climaxes

Section 5: Sample Questions

This section provides a variety of sample questions that are likely to appear
in the CSEC English Literature examination. The questions cover:

Character Analysis: Questions that test students' understanding of
the characters' motivations and relationships



Theme Analysis: Questions that explore the key themes and their
significance in the plays

Literary Devices: Questions that test students' knowledge of the
literary devices used and their impact on the text

Essay Questions: Sample essay questions that guide students in
constructing well-structured and insightful written responses

This comprehensive study guide for Plays for Today provides students with
all the resources they need to excel in their CSEC English Literature
examination. Through in-depth analysis of the plays' characters, themes,
literary devices, and sample questions, students will gain a deep
understanding of these modern classics and be well-equipped to
demonstrate their knowledge in the exam.

Additional Resources

Plays for Today Anthology

CSEC English Literature Syllabus

CSEC Practice Exams
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Death's Second Chance: The Unbelievable
Story of Cris Yeager
On July 29, 2008, Cris Yeager was pronounced dead. But just minutes
later, he was revived by paramedics. He had spent more than 20 minutes
without a pulse...

From Ralphie Kids to Adolescents: The
Journey to Manhood
The transition from childhood to adolescence is a transformative period in
a boy's life. It is a time of rapid physical, emotional, and mental changes
that...
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