
Plays for Young People: A Collection of Must-
See Performances for Kids and Teens
Theatre has the power to captivate, inspire, and educate young minds.
Plays specifically designed for young audiences offer a unique opportunity
to introduce children and teenagers to the world of performing arts,
sparking their imagination, fostering creativity, and igniting a lifelong love for
theatre.
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In this article, we have curated a list of exceptional plays that cater to the
diverse tastes and developmental needs of young people. From enchanting
fairytales to thought-provoking adaptations, these performances promise to
engage, entertain, and leave a lasting impression on young audiences.

Plays for Preschoolers and Early Elementary School

The Cat in the Hat: Based on the beloved Dr. Seuss book, this
adaptation brings the mischievous Cat to life in a whirlwind of fun and
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silliness.

Goodnight Moon: A gentle and soothing play that recreates the
bedtime ritual from Margaret Wise Brown's classic story, creating a
calming atmosphere for little ones.

Click, Clack, Moo: Cows That Type: This interactive play involves the
audience in a barnyard rebellion, teaching lessons about cooperation
and the importance of standing up for what you believe in.

Plays for Elementary School

James and the Giant Peach: Roald Dahl's classic tale is brought to
life in a magical stage adaptation, following James's extraordinary
journey with his insect friends.

Charlotte's Web: This heartwarming story of friendship and sacrifice
features life-sized puppets and a poignant message about the power
of love.

The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe: C.S. Lewis's beloved fantasy
adventure is adapted into a thrilling stage production, transporting
audiences to the magical world of Narnia.

Plays for Middle School

The Diary of Anne Frank: This powerful adaptation of Anne Frank's
diary offers a poignant glimpse into the life of a young girl during the
Holocaust.

The Laramie Project: A thought-provoking play that explores the
aftermath of the hate crime that killed Matthew Shepard, a gay
teenager.



The Outsiders: S.E. Hinton's classic novel is brought to life in a
gripping stage adaptation, exploring themes of friendship, loyalty, and
social class.

Plays for High School

Romeo and Juliet: Shakespeare's timeless tragedy of star-crossed
lovers is adapted for a modern audience, retaining its lyrical beauty
and powerful themes.

Death of a Salesman: Arthur Miller's Pulitzer Prize-winning play
delves into the complexities of the American Dream and the pursuit of
success.

West Side Story: This iconic musical adaptation of Romeo and Juliet
transports the story to the streets of New York City, exploring themes
of race, prejudice, and love.

Tips for Choosing Plays for Young People

Consider the age and developmental stage of the audience.
Choose plays that are appropriate for their understanding and
interests.

Read the play or watch a trailer to get a sense of the themes,
language, and overall tone of the production.

Consult with teachers, librarians, or theatre professionals for
recommendations and advice.

Involve the young people in the decision-making process. Ask
them about their interests and what they would enjoy seeing.



Look for educational value. Plays can be a great way to teach
children about history, literature, social issues, and more.

Plays for young people offer a rich and rewarding experience that can
spark imagination, foster creativity, and ignite a lifelong love for theatre. By
introducing children and teenagers to the magic of live performance, we
can help them develop their critical thinking skills, empathy, and
appreciation for the arts.

So, next time you're looking for a fun and educational activity for your
young ones, consider taking them to a play. With the wide range of
performances available, there's sure to be a play that will captivate, inspire,
and leave a lasting impression on your young audience.
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Death's Second Chance: The Unbelievable
Story of Cris Yeager
On July 29, 2008, Cris Yeager was pronounced dead. But just minutes
later, he was revived by paramedics. He had spent more than 20 minutes
without a pulse...

From Ralphie Kids to Adolescents: The
Journey to Manhood
The transition from childhood to adolescence is a transformative period in
a boy's life. It is a time of rapid physical, emotional, and mental changes
that...
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