
The Great Rhetra of Sparta: A Comprehensive
Exploration of Its Historical Significance
The Great Rhetra of Sparta, an ancient law code attributed to the legendary
lawgiver Lycurgus, stands as a testament to the enduring legacy of ancient
Greece. This remarkable document served as the foundation of Spartan
society, shaping its military prowess, social structure, and political system.
Its provisions established a unique and enduring system of government
and instilled a deep sense of discipline and honor among the Spartans.
This article will delve into the origins, provisions, and impact of the Great
Rhetra, shedding light on its profound influence on the history of Sparta.
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Origins and Authorship

The origins of the Great Rhetra remain shrouded in mystery, with various
accounts and legends surrounding its creation. According to tradition, the
law code was brought to Sparta by Lycurgus, a semi-mythical figure who is
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said to have traveled extensively throughout the Mediterranean, studying
the laws and customs of different cultures. It is believed that he returned to
Sparta with the Great Rhetra, which he presented to the Spartan king
Charilaus. The document was then ratified by the Apella, the assembly of
all Spartan citizens, and became the foundation of Spartan law.

Provisions of the Great Rhetra

The Great Rhetra consisted of a series of provisions that governed various
aspects of Spartan society, including:

Establishment of the Dual Kingship: The Rhetra established a dual
kingship, with two kings ruling jointly. This system aimed to balance
power and prevent any one individual from becoming too powerful.

Creation of the Gerousia: The Rhetra established the Gerousia, a
council of 28 elders over the age of 60. This council served as an
advisory body to the kings and played a crucial role in decision-
making.

Formation of the Apella: The Rhetra created the Apella, an assembly
of all Spartan citizens over the age of 30. The Apella had the power to
vote on laws and elect officials.

Military Training and Education: The Rhetra placed great emphasis
on military training and education. All Spartan males underwent
rigorous training from childhood, preparing them for their role as
warriors.

Land Redistribution: The Rhetra introduced land redistribution
policies, dividing the land among all Spartan citizens. This aimed to



promote equality and prevent the accumulation of wealth by a few
individuals.

Impact on Spartan Society

The Great Rhetra had a profound impact on Spartan society, shaping its
culture, military, and political system.

Military Prowess: The emphasis on military training and education
instilled a deep sense of discipline and honor among the Spartans.
They became renowned for their bravery and skill in battle, playing a
pivotal role in the Peloponnesian War and other conflicts.

Social Equality: The land redistribution policies promoted equality
among Spartan citizens, preventing the emergence of a wealthy elite.
This fostered a sense of community and unity within the Spartan
society.

Political Stability: The establishment of the dual kingship, Gerousia,
and Apella created a system of checks and balances that prevented
any one individual or group from dominating the political landscape.
This ensured the stability and longevity of the Spartan state.

Historical Significance

The Great Rhetra of Sparta serves as a testament to the ingenuity and
foresight of the ancient Greeks. Its provisions laid the foundation for a
unique and enduring society that became a model for other Greek city-
states. The Rhetra's influence can be seen in the development of military
tactics, political systems, and social norms throughout ancient Greece.



The Great Rhetra of Sparta was a visionary law code that shaped the
destiny of one of the most remarkable ancient civilizations. Its origins,
provisions, and impact provide valuable insights into the development of
ancient Greek society and the enduring legacy of Sparta. By exploring this
ancient document, we can better understand the foundations of Western
civilization and the principles that have influenced the course of human
history.
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Death's Second Chance: The Unbelievable
Story of Cris Yeager
On July 29, 2008, Cris Yeager was pronounced dead. But just minutes
later, he was revived by paramedics. He had spent more than 20 minutes
without a pulse...
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From Ralphie Kids to Adolescents: The
Journey to Manhood
The transition from childhood to adolescence is a transformative period in
a boy's life. It is a time of rapid physical, emotional, and mental changes
that...
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