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Music has the power to ignite creativity, foster self-expression, and bring
people together. However, for many aspiring musicians, the traditional
piano can be an intimidating obstacle. Its complex keyboard and daunting
number of keys can discourage those who lack prior musical training or
have physical limitations.

Recognizing this need, Phillip Keveren, an innovative music educator from
New Zealand, conceived a revolutionary solution: the Big Note Piano.
Introduced in 1974, this ingenious instrument has transformed the
landscape of music education, making piano playing accessible to a wider
audience.

The Visionary Behind the Big Note Piano

Phillip Keveren's passion for music education stemmed from his own
childhood experiences. Growing up in a remote area without access to
formal piano lessons, he discovered the joy of playing the keyboard on his
accordion. This experience instilled in him a deep belief that music should
be accessible to everyone, regardless of their background or abilities.

Driven by this信念, Keveren embarked on a mission to create an
instrument that would break down the barriers to piano playing. He
envisioned a keyboard with fewer keys, larger notes, and a simplified layout
that would make it easier for beginners to learn and experienced players to
explore new possibilities.

The Design and Features of the Big Note Piano

The Big Note Piano is a masterpiece of simplicity and functionality. Its
keyboard is reduced to 25 keys, covering a range of two octaves. Each key



is oversized, with a corresponding large note printed on it. This design
allows players to easily identify and locate notes, reducing the cognitive
load associated with traditional keyboards.

The instrument is typically played with both hands, with the left hand
playing the bass notes and the right hand playing the melody. The absence
of multiple octaves and black keys eliminates the need for complex
fingerings and allows players to focus on rhythm and musicality.

Additionally, the Big Note Piano features a unique "chord button" system.
Each chord button, located above the corresponding group of notes, plays
a full chord when pressed with the right hand. This feature enables players
to create rich harmonies and accompaniments without the need for
complex fingerings, making it ideal for improvisation and self-expression.

Benefits of the Big Note Piano in Music Education

The Big Note Piano has revolutionized music education by making piano
playing accessible to a wider range of students. Its simplified design and
features offer numerous benefits, particularly for beginners, students with
learning disabilities, and individuals with physical limitations.

Accessibility for Beginners

For novice piano players, the Big Note Piano provides a gentle and
encouraging to the instrument. The large notes and simplified layout reduce
the intimidation factor, allowing beginners to focus on the basics of rhythm
and pitch. As they gain confidence, students can gradually transition to
traditional keyboards as their skills develop.

Inclusion for Students with Learning Disabilities



The Big Note Piano has proven to be a valuable tool for students with
learning disabilities, such as dyslexia and autism. The concrete
representation of notes and the simplified layout make it easier for these
students to understand and remember musical concepts. The chord button
system also allows them to create and express music without the need for
complex fingerings.

Adaptation for Individuals with Physical Limitations

The Big Note Piano is also highly beneficial for individuals with physical
limitations that may hinder their ability to play traditional keyboards. The
oversized keys and simplified layout accommodate players with limited
finger dexterity or mobility issues. Additionally, the instrument can be
played in different positions, such as on a table or with the player standing
up, providing flexibility for those with physical disabilities.

The Impact of the Big Note Piano on the World of Music

The Big Note Piano has had a profound impact on the world of music
education and beyond. It has been widely adopted in schools, music
academies, and therapeutic settings, making piano playing accessible to a
diverse population of learners.

Inclusion in Music Therapy

Music therapists have recognized the therapeutic potential of the Big Note
Piano. Its simplicity and accessibility make it an ideal tool for working with
individuals with cognitive, physical, or emotional challenges. Music therapy
sessions using the Big Note Piano have been shown to improve
communication, socialization, and overall well-being.

Inspiration for New Musical Expressions



The Big Note Piano has also inspired innovative musical expressions.
Contemporary musicians have incorporated it into their performances,
exploring new sounds and rhythms. Its unique design has sparked
creativity and challenged traditional notions of piano playing.

Phillip Keveren's vision of a simplified and accessible piano has come to
fruition with the Big Note Piano. This extraordinary instrument has
transformed the landscape of music education, opening up the world of
piano playing to a diverse range of learners. Through its simplicity,
functionality, and therapeutic applications, the Big Note Piano continues to
inspire and empower musicians of all abilities.

As the Big Note Piano journeys into the future, its legacy will undoubtedly
continue to grow. It is a testament to the power of innovation and the belief
that music should be accessible to all.
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